
Putting our Faith into Action: Influencing Public Policy in Arizona  
Arizona Faith Network | Public Policy Commission 

Goal: To train members of the Public Policy Commission to be powerful advocates, so when 
the time comes, we can effectively put our faith into action and concretely influence public 

policy in Arizona. 

Criteria for Implementing Advocacy and Public Policy  
The following criteria will be used by AFN in considering whether and how AFN should in 

engage in policy advocacy on a particular issue.  

Guiding Principles 
These guiding principles will help the Public Policy Commission answer the following question: 
should AFN engage in policy advocacy on a particular issue?  

• Relevance: Is the issue substantially related to the goals of the PPC? 

• Impact: Is there a reasonable chance that AFN will have an impact on this issue?  

• Support: Is there support around this issue among the members of the Commission? 

• Credibility: Would AFN be perceived as a legitimate and appropriate advocate on this 
issue?  

Public Policy Review Process  
Public policy matters may be suggested for review by the Public Policy Commission. When a 
public policy matter is brought forward for discussion, the review process will generally 
proceed as follows: 

1. Using the Guiding Principles, the PPC discusses the matter at a regular Commission 
meeting. If the Commission recommends AFN take a position on the matter, a member 
of the Commission drafts a position statement.. The Commission should also 
recommend the level of engagement (see below) AFN should have in advocating for 
that position.  

2. The Commission’s position statement is brought to the Commission Chair and the 
Executive Director. The Chair and Executive Director approve the draft statement and 
make any edits they see necessary. 

3. The position statement is shared publicly and the plan for engagement is executed.  



Determining Levels of Engagement  
As the Commission reviews public policy matters and determines whether or not to engage, it 
must also determine how deeply to engage. In each case, the Commission must evaluate 
whether they should: 

1. Lead the community. In this case, AFN is clearly the most qualified advocate. 
Strategies may include leading a coalition, proposing our own legislation, testifying 
publicly and other high-profile and intensive roles. It is likely that AFN will be in a 
leadership position when the issue is particularly important,  

2. Support other entities. It is anticipated that this will be the most common 
methodology for advancing the AFN’s public policy agenda. Coalitions can generally 
accomplish much more in the public policy arena than one organization alone.. There 
is also a spectrum of engagement available within this collaborative model – from 
helping lead a coalition, to simply “signing on” to a group letter. 

3. Sharing information regarding public policy matters with members, partners and the 
public, but take no formal position on the matter. This approach is likely on matters 
where there is no clear consensus within the Commission regarding the position to be 
taken. In these cases, AFN can provide value to the community by providing 
information and connectivity between partners.      

Advocacy Workshops  
The following advocacy workshops are designed to educate and train AFN’s Public Policy 
Commission members to become stronger, more effective advocates. 

Advocacy Workshop Calendar 

- June: Legislation 101 

o How does the Arizona State Legislature work? 

o How does a bill become law? 

o What do legislative committees do?  

o Why are committee chairs important? 

o What is a legislative hearing? 

- July: Budget 101 

o Why is the budget important? 

o How does the budget come together? 

o Who puts the budget together?  

o What is BRB? 



- August: Advocacy 101 

o What are the most effective ways to advocate for a policy? 

o How do I schedule a meeting with a legislator and what do I say? 

o How do I testify at a committee hearing?  

o How to write effective letters to the editor and op-eds? 

o How can I best use social media for advocacy?  

o How to activate and engage our fellow people of faith 

  


