
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Jul. 10 - Aug. 21: Weekly Meetings 
on Mission Focus Topic (contact 
AFN staff for information) 

Jul. 9 - Aug. 30: Affordable 
Housing Strategy Meetings 

Sep. 13, 6:30 pm: FE&I Session IV 
Confronting Religious Intolerance 

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.”  — Winston S. Churchill  
Click here to make a tax-deductible donation to support the important work of AFN 

Sep. 6: AFN PPC and TDC Meetings 

Show your support 
for AFN!  

Our new T-shirts  
are only $15. 

• 150 Attendees 

• 53 Attendees New to AFN 

• New Elements Launched:  
AFN T-Shirts 

• 5 New Partners 

• 97 Existing Partners  

NEXT STEPS FOR THE  
MISSION FOCUS TOPIC SELECTION 

 

If you are interested in participating in this process, 
please send an email to ContactUs@azfaithnetwork.org 

May - September: Define the scope, set the timeline, 
gather the team, review and analyze materials, 
communicate top ideas, gather additional input, 
finalize recommendations and seek AFN Board 
approval 

October - December: Guide the overall development of 
the implementation plan for the Mission Focus Topic 

2019: Launch the 2019 Mission Focus Topic and create 
positive change for the common good 

www.ArizonaFaithNetwork.org 

 

Congratulate our Champion Volunteers! 

Farideh Samadpour and Jo Vredenburg were celebrated 
as AFN Champion Volunteers at the 2018 Annual 
Gathering. Gail Bird (not pictured) was also celebrated. 
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https://www.arizonafaithnetwork.org/become-a-donor/
mailto:contactus@azfaithnetwork.org?subject=Interested%20in%20helping%20with%20Mission%20Focus%20Topic
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(CLICK HERE TO ADD YOUR VOICE TO THIS MESSAGE) 

As a foundation to AFN's “Faith, 
Equity & Inclusion” event series, 
the Theological Dialogue 
Commission developed the 
following statement, Faiths’ 
Response to Racism. The 
statement speaks to our need to: 

• Understand personal and 
institutional manifestations 
of racism 

• Recognize personal complicity in racist behaviors 

• Understand what our/other faith traditions say about racism 

• Acknowledge the many root causes of racism 

• Be willing to decry the micro-aggressions and oppressions that 
are a result of racist mindsets 

• Speak prophetically from our faith traditions about both personal 
and institutional racism and 

• Find ways to work on reconciling and recompensing the 
generations of injustice that have been meted out due to racism 

We encourage people of faith to add their voices to this call. 

Faiths’ Response to Racism 

Arizona Faith Network stands in solidarity with people of faith and 
moral strength all across the nation against the unconscionable 
treatment of migrant children by the current administration in 
separating children from their parents. To date, over 2,300 acts of 
“cruelty by separation” have been committed against migrant children 
along the U.S. southern border. Although we strongly agree to the 

need for secure borders, we know that as Americans, we are better than this …. We are a nation that espouses family 
values and we do everything we can to keep children from harm.  

Suffer the little children to come unto me and forbid them not, For of such is the kingdom of heaven.—Matt. 19:14 

For the LORD your God... executes justice for the orphan and widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them 
food and clothing.  You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.—Deut. 10:17-19  

And what is [the matter] with you that you fight not in the cause of Allah and [for] the oppressed among men, 
women, and children who say, "Our Lord, take us out of this city of oppressive people and appoint for us from 
Yourself a protector and appoint for us from Yourself a helper?"—An-Nisa, Verse 75  

(CLICK HERE TO READ MORE) 

Family Separation is Not a Family Value 
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Children separated from their parents on a bus at Tornillo, TX  

(Photo by Rev. Hannah Adair Bonner) 

https://arizona-faith.squarespace.com/add-your-voice-to-faiths-response-to-racism
https://www.arizonafaithnetwork.org/afn-news/2018/6/20/afn-statement-on-family-separation


Have you ever wondered about the difference between Arizona Faith 
Network (AFN) and Arizona Interfaith Movement (AzIFM), or more 
importantly, how we complement each others’ work? Take a listen to 
the podcast from THE PHOENIX FILE to find out:  
https://youtu.be/cgZiiuzEFZk 

Arizona Faith Network and Arizona Interfaith Movement are identified 
as the Arizona Cooperation Circle with one of our international 
affiliates, United Religions Initiative (www.uri.org). 

Since December 2017, AFN and AzIFM have worked together on many 
efforts, including: 

• Dr. King Interfaith Prayer Breakfast Interfaith Engagement 
• Interfaith “Praying in the New Year” on the Southwest Prostate 

Cancer Center radio show with AFN partner Fred Taylor 
• Prayer Vigil in response to the Sutherland Springs shooting 
• Interfaith Festival of Love and Light 
• Strategy and Forum Response to the Chandler Unified School 

District (San Tan Jr. High) Race Relations Incident 
• World Religions Day 
• AzIFM Annual Banquet Interfaith Prayer 
• AFN Annual Meeting Opening Offerings of Interfaith Prayer 
• Silent March to End Gun Violence: Interfaith Speakers  
• Religious Pluralism Events with Mesa Community College, 

Temple University and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints Institute of Religion 

AzIFM partners from Muslim, Buddhist and Baha’i 
traditions serve on AFN’s TDC and Next Steps, and two 
AFN Board members (Rock and Johnny) serve on AzIFM’s 
Leadership Council as Faith Representatives. We are in 
many efforts together, yet we each have a uniquely 
important role in engaging faith traditions across this 
great state! 

Arizona Faith Network (AFN) and Arizona Interfaith Movement (AzIFM) 

The following was excerpted from a statement by the Know Your Neighbor: Multifaith Encounters Campaign in the 
aftermath of the Supreme Court Ruling on the Trump Administration travel ban: 

In this time of great sadness, it is essential for America’s  
interfaith community to stand together in reaffirming our  
basic values, which we share with the vast majority of Americans: 

• Respect for diversity, pluralism, and religious freedom 

• Care for the stranger and the needy 

• Civil liberties 

• Unity and solidarity 

AFN stands in solidarity with ING and countless faith leaders calling  
on government and society to reaffirm American values 
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To view the entire statement and the list of 
over 100 signers across the nation, go to:  
https://ing.org/know-your-neighbor-
multifaith-encounters-statement-on-the-
supreme-courts-muslim-ban-ruling/ 

https://youtu.be/cgZiiuzEFZk
http://www.uri.org/
https://ing.org/know-your-neighbor-multifaith-encounters-statement-on-the-supreme-courts-muslim-ban-ruling/
https://ing.org/know-your-neighbor-multifaith-encounters-statement-on-the-supreme-courts-muslim-ban-ruling/
https://ing.org/know-your-neighbor-multifaith-encounters-statement-on-the-supreme-courts-muslim-ban-ruling/


Arizona Faith Network 

www.ArizonaFaithNetwork.org  •  ContactUs@AZFaithNetwork.org 

1550 E Meadowbrook Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85014-4040  •  (602) 468-3818 

AFN has involved our partners in 
numerous efforts in the past six 
months. Please enjoy the photo 
array, highlighting a few of those 
below: 

• 2018 Annual Partners and 
New Friends Gathering, 
featuring Councilwoman Laura 
Pastor 

• Sacred Service Partners at the 
Annual Gathering 

• “Breaking Bread in Unity” with 
Tonatierra Community 
Development and Arizona 
Stands 

• Inaugural Faith, Equity & 
Inclusion Event with Young 
Millennials and Spoken Word 
Artists 

• “Faith, Equity & Inclusion in an 
Age of Mass Incarceration” 

• Death Row Visit with AFN 
partners hosted by the Arizona 
Department of Corrections 

• Faith, Equity & Inclusion 
Demand2Learn: “Stop Pushing 
Students Out of School” 

• Standing in Solidarity with 
Arizona Students and School 
Staff, Faith Leaders’ Press 
Conference 

• United Methodist Church and 
Interfaith Partners supporting 
March for our Lives in the 
“Silent March Against Gun 
Violence” 

In these efforts, AFN has: 

• Lifted a prophetic voice 

• Influenced public awareness 
and policy 

• Participated in programmatic 
efforts with sacred service 
partners 

• Been a presence in key places 
around our state 

 

Join us as we continue to create 
positive change for the common 
good! 
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