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Arizona Faith Network’s Missional Imperative 
Focus for 2016-17 on Economic Inequality 
kicked of the series of educational events in 
January with a guided showing of the docu-
mentary “Inequality for All.”  The faith 
community came together to reflect on 
the fact that many families in our coun-
try who work two full time jobs still do 
not make ends meet due to many fac-
tors including stagnated wages.    

In February, over 50 people attended 
AFN PPC’s Community Conversation on 
Living Wage which focused on the im-
pacts of wage structures in our state as 
we heard from Academic Professors, 
Entrepreneurs, Union Representatives 
and Workers themselves regarding a 
strong call for change in wages. AFN 
TDC completed the call for the faith 
community to be involved as they presented 
an “Interfaith Understanding of the Rights of 
Workers and Employers.”  The conversations 
around the table led to a follow up event in 
March on “Living Wage: Diverse Populations” 
where individuals from different populations 

including individuals from the LGBTQ, Veter-
an, Differently-abled, and Refugee communi-
ties shared their work experiences and their 
thoughts about the need for a living wage.   

In exploring the intersection between the En-
vironment and Economic Inequality, the AFN 
Earth Care Commission hosted an event on 
Environmental Racism where Professor Jen-
nifer Richter shared an overview on the histo-
ry of Arizona and the environmental degrada-
tion of lands inhabited by low income and vul-
nerable communities including the Uranium 
Mining on Navajo Lands.   

AFN aims not only to lead education and dia-
logue on our Missional Imperative Topic but 
also to provide opportunities to take action for 
positive change. This took many different 
forms  over the past 6 months including a call 
to partner with local workers in their organiz-
ing for better wages and leading public inter-
faith prayer for their event in April.  We also 
provided the opportunity for attendees at the 
events to sign on to support the Ballot Initia-

tive on raising the Minimum Wage in AZ as 
well as to support the Petition to Repeal the 
Oak Flat Land Exchange.  

AFN will focus on Economic Inequality contin-
uing into 2017.  We will aim to 
continue to support the ballot 
initiative for a higher minimum 
wage but will also expand our 
educational events to focus on 
poverty, food/ health, and edu-
cation while AFN’s Earth Care 
Commission continues coali-
tion building work on environ-
mental racism.  See our website 
for more information about 
upcoming events.  

Become a Partner 
of AFN! 

Do you believe in the 
mission of AFN?  Do you 
feel like AFN is making a 
difference in your com-
munity to promote edu-
cation, collective action 

and understanding 
among people of differ-
ent faiths and beliefs? 

 

Support the Organiza-
tion with your financial 

Contribution 
 

AFN Would like to wel-
come you to the Net-

work!  We are now open 
to partners of all types: 
Denominations, Faith 

Communities, Organiza-
tions, Ministerial Groups 
and Individual Friends.  

See 
www.azfaithnetwork.org 

under “Membership– 
Become a Partner” 

AZFaithNetwork.org 
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“Being Together, Talking Together, Acting Together”  

Meet Our New  

Board Members 
Arizona Faith Network wishes to 
welcome our newest Board Mem-

bers : 

Rev. Tully Fletch-
er  serves as AFN 
Board Secretary 
and is the Associ-
ate Pastor for 
youth and young 
adults at Orange-

wood Presbyterian.  We welcome 
him as the PC(USA) Representative 
to the AFN Board. 

Rev. Dr. 
Mike Kerr-
Osman 
serves at 
Dove of the 
Desert Unit-
ed Method-
ist Church.  
He joins us 
as the UMC Representative to the 
AFN Board of Directors.  

“Is Interfaith Dialogue the Key to Peace?”-  
 In May, over 100 Buddhists, Protestants, Muslims, Bahai’s, Jews, Hindus, 
Catholics,  Mormons, Christians, and many others gathered around the 
table to share a meal and discuss whether “Interfaith Dialogue is the Key 
to Peace,” in an event hosted at the Mosque of the North East Valley spon-

sored by the AFN TDC Next Steps 
group.  The evening was complete 
with a presentation by Dr. Hava 
Tirosh-Samuelson Professor of History and Modern Judaism at ASU.  
This is the first in a series of events that the TDC hopes to hold with 
the goal of welcoming people of different faiths to not only get to 
know each other but to also hold higher level theological conversa-
tions which build understanding and mutual respect.   

Theological Dialogue: Islam 101 

 

In May, Arizona Faith Network TDC sponsored an event on “Islam: 101” hosted 
by the Tempe Islamic Community Center.  More than 150 people of different 
faiths and beliefs joined around the one year anniversary of the “Love is Strong-
er Than Hate” event last year at the Phoenix Mosque.  Imam Shqeirat lead the 
community in an engaging presentation on the basic tenants of Islam complete 
with a question and answer portion in which attendees were able to learn 
more.  Individuals from the mosque community also stood up and expressed 
their gladness that the community came out that evening. 

Following a time of fellowship with 
the community, the mosque invited 
all those in attendance to join in 
prayer with them that evening or to 
observe the prayer time.    

 AFN’s Theological Dialogue plans 
to host more “Faith Tradition 101” 
events soon.  Please plan to join us 
and see our website often for future 
events.  AZFaithNetwork.org  


