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 AFN 2017 Annual Meeting– “Put your Faith in Action” 

 
What does it mean to 
“Put Your Faith into Ac-
tion?”  This year, AFN fea-
tured Rabbi Dr. Shmuly 
Yanklowitz as our Key 
Note Speaker. “We 
should honor our differ-
ences…leverage our dif-
ferences, and bring the 
unique wisdom from each 
of our own denomina-
tions, our own faiths, to 
actualize our collabora-
tive work together.  Then 
we should be hopeful that 
when we lead together, 
with courage and humility, that there is real impact,” Rab-
bi Yanklowitz shared.     

This year, over 130 people from different faith and belief 
backgrounds came 
together for the AZ 
Faith Network Annu-
al Meeting to “Be, 
Talk and Act- Togeth-
er.”  Buddhists, 
Christians, Muslims, 
Bahai’s, Jews, Unitar-
ian Universalits, Hu-
manists, and many 
others gathered not 
only to hear a wise 
Rabbi’s reflections 
but also to discuss, 

network, and collaborate around AFN’s work both today 
and in the future.  One key objective of the meeting was 
to gather input on AFN’s next Annual Mission Focus Topic 

and gather hopes and 
dreams for the future. 

“We are a network of 
partners,” Rev. Erin Ta-
mayo, Executive Director 
of AFN said, “This means 
that we continue to 
grow and do amazing 
things because of the 
individuals, faith com-
munities and organiza-
tions that come around 
the table.”  Putting our 
Faith in Action means 
that we work with one 
another, learning from 

those most impacted by injustice and setting out on a 
path towards realizing change in our community togeth-
er.  Our faith plays a big role in this as we are led by our 
scriptures, our 
rituals, prayer, 
our sacred 
teachings, all 
the gifts of 
our faiths and 
beliefs, which 
provide a vi-
sion for a bet-
ter 
world.”   AFN 
Thanks all 
who joined 
the Annual 
Meeting especially our presenters, hosts and all those 
who volunteered their time to help support this holy ef-
fort.  Thank You! 
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AFN Supports Healthcare Affordability and Accessibility    Starting with The 

Mission Focus event Affordable Care Act: What Will Be Lost and at What Cost? held on Feb. 28. at Temple 
Chai in Phoenix, AFN has been championing healthcare accessibility. At the Feb. 28 event, the Theological 
Dialogue Commission presented “A Theological View of Health.”  Several speakers covered the historical 
setting of healthcare in the U.S., the implications of revisions to the Affordable Healthcare Act, and a cost/
benefit analysis of the American Health Care Act. AFN has now delivered a Sign-on Letter to Senators Flake and McCain related to 
supporting the following: 1) No one loses coverage 2)  Protection for persons with pre-existing condition 3) Coverage for veteran 
physical and mental health is maintained 4) Premiums are affordable regardless of age, disability, gender, or employment history,  
5) Medicaid (AHCCCS in Arizona) remains available to the most vulnerable including low-income Arizonans,  6) Coverage includes 
essentials for health including hospitalization costs and medications.           Article by: Elaine Pope 

http://www.azfaithnetwork.org
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“Being Together, Talking Together, Acting Together”  

Meet Our New  

Theological Dialogue  

Commission Chair 
Elaine Pope received her Masters of 
Divinity degree from Fuller Theological 

Seminary after 
retiring as a senior 
research technol-
ogist and an 
emerging process 
technology man-
ager for Intel Cor-
poration. Current-
ly, she serves as 
the Director of 
Adult Religious 
Formation for the 

Episcopal Church of the Epiphany Tem-
pe. Her current professional focus in-
cludes spiritual formation practices 
across denominations – from Orthodox 
to Quaker – especially with how faith 
forms us for service and social ac-
tion.  Elaine holds an M.S. from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
as well as an M. Div. Elaine continues 
to use her technical and theological 
training to explore the global intersec-
tions of science, faith, and society.  

Environmental Racism “Voices of the 
People” 

Article by: Sarah King 

As a continuation of its 
18-month study of envi-
ronmental racism in 
conjunction with AFN’s 
focus on economic ine-
quality, the Earth Care 
Commission invited 
speakers from three 
communities whose 
neighborhoods have experienced environmental challenges to share their 
stories at the recent “Voices of the People” event.  Presenters at the May 
18th event included Lori Riddle from the Gila River Indian Community, 
Masavi Perea of CHISPA in Phoenix, and Dan Mack of Tonopah.  Each 
speaker described their community’s experiences with air, water and soil 
pollution as a result of toxic dumping, vehicle emissions  or inadequate 
monitoring of airborne toxins from nearby corporations.   

Lori grew up living on a Superfund site where tenants of industrial parks 
located on tribal lands regularly allowed toxic wastes onto the reservation.  
Masavi talked about the rising asthma rates among children, particularly in 
the Roosevelt and Cartwright districts, that are due to intensive air pollu-
tion from nearby freeways and traffic corridors.  Dan leads a Tonopah-
based group called STOPP (Save Tonopah Oppose Poultry Plant) that is 
calling for more monitoring of the Hickman’s egg production facility oper-
ating in the area.  The three speakers talked about actions they are cur-
rently undertaking to resolve or mitigate the problems and invited audi-
ence members to support their efforts. For more information on these 
local environmental issues, please contact Sarah King, Earth Care Commis-
sion Chair, at garbageldy@hotmail.com 

 

Promoting Peace through Interfaith Dialogue 

The Theological Dialogue Commission hosted two recent events on 
faith and community.  Buddhism 101 was hosted by the Arizona Bud-
dhist Temple, 4142 W. Clarendon Ave. Phoenix on March 30th.  It was 
sponsored by the  TDC Faith 101 committee and 50+ people were 
able to join in worship and gain information about Pure Land Shin 
Buddhism. In addition, attendees learned the history of this 84 year 

old congregation and the 
experience of many members during the Japanese Internment during 
WWII. Many thanks to Rev. Lynn Sugiyama, Sensei Vonn Magnin and 
Sensei Mike Tang for a beautiful evening. Theological Conversations on 
“Where is God” was held on April 27, 6 p.m. at the Islamic Community 
Center of Phoenix, 2515 W. Orangewood.  Sponsor: TDC Next Steps com-
mittee. After an optional falafel box dinner, the mosque invited attendees 
to participate in Evening Prayer. After prayer, attendees at tables for 8, 
shared their perspectives from their different faith traditions. Participants 
spoke about how meaningful it was to join in interfaith dialogue, and to 

encounter both the uniqueness and similarities of diverse faith traditions  

Article by:  Al Gephart and Elaine Pope  
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