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Refugee Crisis: Caring for Each Other  

Imran Siddiqui and panelists speak at PPC’s Community 
Conversation on Migrant Rights and the Refugee Crisis 

Arizona Faith Network was moved 
to dialogue and action regarding the 
Syrian Refugee Crisis and the recent 
call from many of our policy makers 
to halt the resettlement of refugees 
in our state and beyond.  AFN’s Pub-
lic Policy Commission quickly 
moved to include refugee voices to 
their Community Conversation on 
Migrant Rights which took place in 
November.  The expanded narrative 
of the difficulties experienced by 
migrants from different continents 
to the United States helped to widen 
the sense of solidarity and urgency 
for  humanitarian aid and  care for 
migrants of all kinds. 

In partnership with the Council on 
American– Islamic Relations,  AFN’s 
director Erin Tamayo co-authored 
an open letter to Governor Ducey, 
speaking from our deep-rooted 
faith traditions “regarding the mor-
al and ethical responsibility to care 
for victims of war who are displaced 
and seeking refuge among us.”  The 
letter was published in the Arizona 
Republic with over 80 signatories, 
many of which are partners of Ari-
zona Faith Network.  Thank you to 
everyone who received this letter 
and quickly signed on to  support 
these efforts. 

AZ Faith Network  

Focus on  

 As an organization dedicated 
to Reflection and Action, 
AFN’s  Annual Missional Im-
perative will focus this year 
on the topic of  

“Economic Inequality”  

Join us for exciting events 
this spring that will guide 
our dialogue and lead us to 
partner for action and 
change. 

2016 

January- Video Engage-
ment Event- “Inequality 
for All” 

February– A Community 
Conversation on Living 
Wage 
 

March– A Community 
Conversation on Diverse 
Communities 
 

April/ May– An Event on 
the Intersection between 
Environment and Eco-
nomic Inequality 
 

**See our FB and Website 
for updates on Times and 
Places 

Are you a Partner of AFN? 
AFN would like to welcome you to the Net-
work!  We are now open to partners of all 
types: Denominations, Faith Communities, 
Organizations, Ministerial Groups and         
Individual Friends.   

Wondering what it takes to be a partner?  It’s 
easy… check it out at 
www.azfaithnetwork.org under 
“Membership-Become a Partner” 

Sun Devils Are Better Together:  

AZFaithNetwork.org 

AFN Board Members 
Rev. James Pennington 
and Johnny Martin take 
part in a prayer vigil at 
the AZ State Capitol.  
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“Being Together, Talking Together, Acting Together”  

Meet Our New  
Board Members 

Arizona Faith Network wishes to 
welcome our newest Board Mem-
bers who will begin in January. 

Rabbi Bonnie 
Sharfman serves at  
Congregation Ke-
hillah.  She is on the 
Executive Commit-
tee of the Board of 
Rabbis and is a Past 
President. 

Johnny Martin is 
the Founder and 
Director of Sun 
Devils are Better 
Together– Inter-
faith student 
group at ASU. 

Viridiana Her-
nandez is the 
Public Policy 
Director at The 
Center for 
Neighborhood 
Leadership. 

AFN’s Earth Care Commission: 

“Act on Climate Arizona” 
 Arizona Faith Network’s Earth Care Commission chaired by Sarah King 
co-sponsored with Environmental Organizations around the State of Ari-
zona an event to bring awareness to our community regarding our moral 
and ethical obligation to Act on Climate Change.  The event which was 
held just prior to the International Climate Talks in Paris issued a state-
ment signed onto by over 20 signatory organizations from Arizona, urg-

ing our State 
and National 
Elected Lead-
ers to take 
seriously the impact of  greenhouse gases and to 
develop clear strategies to reduce the negative 
impacts of their emissions.   

Theological Dialogue: Judaism 101 
  

 

Rabbi Jeremy Schneider of Temple Kol Ami and Rabbi Bonnie Sharf-
man of Congregation Kehillah invited AFN’s Commission Members 
and Board of Directors to a discussion on the Basics of Judaism just 
prior to the Jewish High Holiday Season in September.  Both Rabbis 
shared with us the their desire to promote “Multifaith” dialogue and 
understanding .  AFN Members 
were able to learn first hand 
about the Jewish Calendar, Jew-
ish Faith and Culture and the 
importance of symbols and 
items used in the Temple.  AFN’s 
Theological Dialogue plans to 
host more “Faith Tradition 101” 
events soon.  Please plan to join 
us and see our website often for future events.  AZFaithNetwork.org 

AFN Board Member Rev. Doug Bland 
shares a modern day parable regard-
ing how Climate Change is like a load-
ed weapon we are leaving for our chil-
dren…. Someone Outta Call 911. 
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