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*** PRESS RELEASE *** 

FWD.us Arizona Coalition, National Immigration Forum, Business, Faith and 

Community Leaders Call on Lawmakers to Permanently Protect Dreamers 

from Deportation 

  

PHOENIX – The FWD.us Arizona Coalition and the National Immigration Forum today hosted 

a roundtable discussion with local business and faith leaders, community advocates and 

concerned citizens at CO+HOOTS on the dire threat to DACA, which could bring life-altering 

consequences for hundreds of thousands of hardworking young people and their families, 

employers and communities. 

 

The event coincides with the start of hearings in the federal court case Texas v. Nielsen, filed by 

seven states and led by Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton over the constitutionality of the 

DACA program, as well as whether to block the federal government from processing DACA 

renewals or new applications. 

 

The case, which is ongoing and being presided over by District Judge for the Southern District of 

Texas Andrew Hanen, could end DACA renewals in a matter of weeks. The decision could cause 

tens of thousands of Dreamers to lose their deportation protections and work authorizations over 

the next few months.   

 

Speakers at today’s event included National Immigration Forum’s Adam Estle, Arizona State 

Rep. Reginald Bolding (D), DACA Recipient and University Students for Education Equity Co-

Founder Edder Diaz Martinez, former Phoenix City Councilmember Kate Gallego, Lydia 

Guzman of Chicanos Por La Causa, and Dr. Jannah Scott of the Arizona Faith Network. All 

highlighted the pressing need for a long-term legislative solution for Dreamers, and the 

importance of Arizona’s DACA recipients.  
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Arizona is home to 28,400 DACA recipients who have grown up in the United States since 

childhood and pay more than $50 million in state and local taxes annually. If DACA protections 

are lost, Arizona will lose more than $21 million in taxes each year and nearly $1.3 billion in 

GDP.  

 

Below are quotes from participants at today’s roundtable discussion: 

 

“A long-term legislative for solution Dreamers is overdue, and it’s time that DACA recipients 

have the ability to stop living their lives court case by court case. We need our representatives in 

Washington to find a bipartisan solution that allows Dreamers to thrive and puts an end to the 

fear that is permeating our communities.”  - Reginald Bolding, AZ State Representative 

 

“Dreamers and all immigrants in our communities provide great benefits to Arizonans. The more 

than 28,000 DACA recipients in our Arizona communities pay taxes and invigorate our local 

economy. They are family members and friends and, as I can personally attest to, they are hard-

working employees. It is past due time for Congress to recognize their contributions and pass a 

legislative solution.” - Kate Gallego, Former Phoenix City Councilmember 

 

“DACA has afforded me the opportunity to live in and contribute to the only country I’ve ever 

called home. It has given be the ability to graduate from Arizona State University, get a job, 

purchase a home and help my family financially. Losing DACA would be devastating and would 

rip away my ability to contribute to the Arizona community that I’ve lived in since I was 5.”  

- Edder Diaz Martinez, DACA Recipient/USEE Co-founder 

 

“Every single faith tradition has expressed outrage over the recent family separation policy 

where fear and lack of certainty dominated our immigrant communities. It was not only a 

legislative failure, it was a moral failure.” – Dr. Jannah Scott, Arizona Faith Network 

 

“We need to use the power of the vote to send a message that we demand change and support 

Dreamers. As taxpayers, we’ve already invested in their education, and many employers have 

also invested in them. They are as American as American pie.” – Lydia Guzman, Chicanos Por 

La Causa 

 

 

About FWD.us: FWD.us is a bipartisan organization started by key leaders in the tech and 

business community to promote policies to keep the United States competitive in a global 

economy, starting with commonsense immigration reform and criminal justice reform. 
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