
NEXT STEPS MEETING AGENDA
AUGUST 14, 2018

Present:  Penny Davis, Al Gephart, Tom Martinez, Elice Higginbotham, Ed Casper 
  Azra Hussain, Tom Chapman, Vardhini Mohan, Mustafa Bahar 
Absent: Jan Trulock, Frank Fox, Nick Mentha, Ken Maki, Craig Bolton 
New Member Welcome: Vardhini Mohan 
Guest:  Natalia Winberry, AFN Program Manager 

We were delighted to welcome Vardhini Mohan. She has wanted to attend our meetings for some 
time and it hasn’t worked out for her. Vardhini is connected to the Hindu tradition, and is a specialist in 
mindfulness and meditation. Her perspective is a welcome addition to our committee. 

The meeting opened with a discussion of a daily meditation by Richard Rohr, “Perennial 
Wisdom”. Several immediately reacted to what they thought was the suggestion that God has 
absolute control so that all that happens is a part of divine will. It was mentioned that God’s presence 
in all things doesn’t necessarily mean that God controls all things. The exchange was lively, giving 
evidence that we investment and believe some things strongly. We need dialogue to understand each 
other. 

Tom C and Tom M is speaking with Debbie, Tom M with Tupac Acosta, and Azra with a Sikh friend 
regarding participation on our committee.  It was noted that though we spend time in exchanging our 
religious perspectives, our primary purpose is to plan events for the greater community to enjoy 
dialogue. There is a tension in how we budget our committee time for each of these desires and 
needs. 

Natalia Winberry reported that her position with the AFN is temporary and ends September 30th. The 
Executive position is also under review by the Board. 

We spent the rest of our meeting reviewing plans for the upcoming dialogue event. It was 
determined that the date of September 13th was ill-planned, give that it falls during the Jewish High 
Holy Days. It was decided to move it a week later, to Thursday, September 20th, after Yom Kippur 
and before the beginning of Succoth. The venue will be the same — Church of the Beatitudes on 
Glendale Ave. 

The following list of themes for the event was approved, and used in the flyer. 
The reasons we so often demonize others | The ways our faith traditions contribute to 
or challenge intolerance | Whether or not there are limits to tolerance | How we might 
resist intolerance in a constructive way 

Program 
Prayer  Vardhini — 2 minutes. 
Welcome  Al 
AFN Promo Jannah - 2-4 minutes 
Setting Theme 

The paper “Interfaith Dialogue: Some Things To Keep In Mind”  (Jay McDaniel) will be 
available to all at each table. To sent the theme each table leader will be invited to stand and 
state one of the themes mentioned in the paper. 
Al will note that this paper represents a “point of departure” and is not an official position paper 
of the AFN. There are some who do not affirm every view expressed by the paper. 

Discussion Questions 



NEXT STEPS MEETING AGENDA
AUGUST 14, 2018

The questions were reviewed and modified. The following were approved: 
1. What messages of intolerance, fear, and hate are in the air these days, and  

Do you find yourself caught up and influenced by them? 

2. What in your faith tradition promotes, challenges, or prohibits intolerance? 

3. Does tolerance accept all beliefs and practices, or are there limits to acceptance?  
How will you resist intolerance in a constructive way? 

Promotion 
Natalia in her role at the AFN will finalize the Flyer, create an Eventbrite response form that will 
include religious preference and meal choice, and will send out an announcement and flyer to all of 
the members and contacts in the AFN database.  

Al also stressed the need for each of us to make personal invitations. He will send out names 
from the NS database to be used for personal emails. We are late in our promotion effort, so personal 
invitations, particularly to those outside of the Abrahamic religious traditions is crucial. Ed will ask the 
AIN to include this event in their announcements. 

AFN Upcoming Events 
Aug 16 AFN Civis Engagement event 
Aug. 26-30; Interfaith wide invitation to participate in Faithful Witness at the Border hosted by 

UCC - multi-day event on both sides of the AZ-Mexico border. Info below 
Sept. 20?. Confronting Religious Intolerance - Faith Equity and Inclusion event sponsored by 

AFN TDC Church of the Beatitudes - see full minutes for more details 
Oct. 6. Earth Care Commission event in tandem with Indigenous Peoples Day at Pueblo   
 Grande Museum, watch for more details. 
Nov - date TBD Faithful Witness for the Border - an event of solidarity here in the Metro 

Phoenix area hosted by the UCC. Watch for more details via AFN and 
the UCC website, same as above. 

Next Meeting: Friday, September 14th, 10 am - Noon 

******************


