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DOING JUSTICE: A PATH TO UNITY 

Tonight’s theme was prepared by Christians from Indonesia. 86% of Indonesia’s 265 
million people identifying as Muslim. 10% of Indonesians are Christian from various 
traditions. The nation is founded on five principles nested under the motto Bhineka 
Tunggal Ika (Unity in Diversity). Across the diversity of ethnicity, language and religion, 
Indonesians have lived by the principle of gotong royong: living in solidarity and by 
collaboration.1 ‘Gotong Royong’ is a form of action usually done by several groups of 
people to achieve [a] shared objective.2 

This always-fragile harmony [of gotong royong] is threatened today in new ways.  

• Much of the economic growth that Indonesia has experienced in recent decades 
has been built on a system that has competition at its heart, in stark contrast to 
the collaboration of gotong royong.  

• Corruption infects politics and business, often with devastating consequences for 
the environment.  

• Corruption undermines justice and the implementation of law.  

• Moved by those concerns, the Christians of Indonesia found that the words of 
Deuteronomy, “Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue ...” (see Deut. 16:18-
20) spoke powerfully to their situation and needs.3  

Establishing justice is the road back to Gotong Royong. 

We seem to live in the tension between being one and not being one. In some sense we 
are one by definition. One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Parent of all. But 
the cringe for some of us that comes from my substituting Parent for Father in quoting 
Ephesians 4:5 - or the cringe that would have come for some of us had I used the word 
‘Father’ instead, tells us that we are not one, not always, not in all things, not in some 
very important ways. Whomever wrote our prayer of confession knows us. 

Could our siblings in faith in Indonesia be right? Could Christian unity be as close as 
choosing to do justice together?  

What kind of justice?  

• Retributive justice   

• Procedural justice   

• Restorative justice  

• Interactional justice:  

• Distributive justice,  

                                                      
1 https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/commissions/faith-and-order/xi-week-of-prayer-for-
christian-unity/2019 
2 http://blog.aseankorea.org/?p=680 
3 https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/commissions/faith-and-order/xi-week-of-prayer-for-
christian-unity/2019 

https://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/retributive-justice
https://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/procedural-justice
https://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/restorative-justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interactional_justice
https://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/distributive-justice
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The kind of justice described in tonight’s readings from Luke and Isaiah. The kind of 
justice that Walter Brueggemann4 interprets to be “the reordering social life and social 
power so that the weak may live a life of dignity, security, and well-being.” The kind of 
justice rooted deeper than political platforms or parties, deeper than maintaining 
privilege, deeper than what’s good for me. If that sounds like politics to you, listen 
deeper. We are talking about the kind of justice grounded in all that makes God just, 
about the kind of justice that is anchored to the moral values of our faith – values that all 
of us share, values that when broken separate us from ourselves, our neighbors, our 
planet, and our God.  

Could it be that Christian unity is as close as pursuing that kind of justice?! 

There is much to fear if we really start pursuing justice and only justice together: 

• For pursuing justice and only justice means siding with the oppressed and doing 
that risks alienating people, pledging, pew-sitting people in a time when our 
religious institutions and religious philanthropy is already on the decline.   

• For pursuing justice and only justice means “those who were them yesterday are 
us today,”5 those who are them today, will be us tomorrow, and we will all be 
changed. 

• For one tradition’s doing justice is for another tradition political action.  

• For will need to admit our own oppression perpetrated for the sake of power, 
privilege, prestige, permanence, profit, politics, preservation. 

Pursuing justice and only justice can be a terrifying proposition. 

And in those fears God – the God of justice – says “Fear not!” 

• I’ve already taken a side, the side of the oppressed. Isa 42:1-9 

• Those who are them today… are mine just like you are mine! And yes, I am out 
to change all of you. 

• By the way, I know all about your perpetrated oppression; why do you think I sent 
Jesus?! 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations correspondent Cresti Eka Fitriana writes, “In the 

bigger context, ‘Gotong Royong’ is about keeping the balance and relationship between 

nations.” Tonight I hear St. Paul calling us to that larger context of gotong royong, 

calling us to rebalance the relationships between our beautiful and varied expressions 

of Church.  

With Christ as our head, each of our churches is a part of the Body of Christ. By the 

grace given to each of us let everyone among us not to think of ourselves more highly 

than we ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure 

                                                      
4 https://www.walterbrueggemann.com/about/ 
5 Mary Susan Gast. That We May All Finally Be One. p. xi 
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of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body there are many members, and not all 

the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually we are members one of another.  Let our love be genuine. And let us 

walk the path into unity by doing the kind of justice together St. Paul describes, “Abhor 

what is evil; unite with (κολλάω (kollaō), join; unite. 6) what is good!”  

The wisdom of our Indonesian siblings call us beyond thinking that Jesus was 

foreshadowing ecumenism and into the ministry of justice Jesus was about to complete 

when he prayed, “on behalf of those who [would] believe in [Him] through their word, 
21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be 

in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.7  

What might a justice-doing path into Christian unity look like for our churches in this time 
and place? 

Within the first 16 days of 2019 there have been four shootings involving law-

enforcement officers in Maricopa County. 

In each case, the person shot by an officer was a teenager. 

In the most recent shooting, on Jan. 15, a Tempe police officer shot and killed a 

14-year-old boy.8 

There is some serious reordering of social life and power needs doing in our 
community. 

Up to 200 people per day, 4000 people per month, will be released from ICE custody in 
route to their sponsoring families around the nation.  They need food, water, medical 
care, and welcome as they pass through our communities. There is some serious 
reordering of social life and power needs doing in our community. 

Arizona ranks 10th for number of federal employees impacted by the current 
government shutdown. SNAP recipients’ benefits are threatened. There is some serious 
reordering of social life and power so that the weak and vulnerable may life lives of 
dignity, security, and well-being needs doing in our community. 

On Thursday, March 21, I invite my colleagues to our office for lunch and to continue 
our prayer for Christian unity by embarking on the path of justice-doing together. As 
wonderful and meaningful as this gathering is, we have no hope of real unity if we 
relegate our efforts at it to one night a year. 

                                                      
6 (2011). The Lexham Analytical Lexicon to the Greek New Testament. Logos Bible Software. 
7 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Jn 17:20–21). Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
8 https://www.azcentral.com/ 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/tempe/2019/01/16/14-year-old-boy-shot-and-killed-tempe-police-department-had-airsoft-gun/2598248002/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/tempe/2019/01/16/14-year-old-boy-shot-and-killed-tempe-police-department-had-airsoft-gun/2598248002/
https://ref.ly/logosres/lxgrcanlex?hw=%CE%BA%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%BB%CE%AC%CF%89
https://ref.ly/logosres/nrsv?ref=BibleNRSV.Jn17.20&off=49&ctx=+of+these%2c+but+also+~on+behalf+of+those+w
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Jesus said the goal of our being one is so that the world believes God sent him. I don’t 
need to wonder what the result is when our youngest generations see that the Church 
doesn’t show up, speak out, or take a leading role in moments when some serious 
reordering of social life and power so that the weak and vulnerable may life lives of 
dignity, security, and well-being needs doing. Martin Luther King, Jr. told us: 

Any religion that professes to be concerned about the souls of men and is not 
concerned about the slums that damn them, the economic conditions that 
strangle them and the social conditions that cripple them is a spiritually moribund 
religion awaiting burial.9 

 
I wonder what might happen if Maricopa County does see us – every last one of us - 
showing up, speaking out, and taking a leading role in moments in moments when 
some serious reordering of social life and power are in order on behalf of marginalized 
people in our community?! 

Anyone like board games? Card games? I grew up playing board games and card 
games; I raised my kids knowing the fun of non-screen games. Over Christmas one my 
many joys was to witness my kids passing that pastime down to my grandchildren. I 
also noticed the games were different. Whereas we played competitive games, my 
grandchildren were playing cooperative games. That was a conscious choice made by 
my kids to break the power of competition and to instill the values and joy of 
cooperation, of experiencing win/win outcomes, and to build into their children the 
mindset that came naturally to their children of seeking the common good.  

Tonight I give thanks for our Indonesian Christian Churches calling us to justice-doing 
as a path into Christian unity. I appreciate how hard it will be to accept their invitation. 
While theirs is a culture steeped in gotong royong, ours is a culture is steeped in 
competitiveness. I also know that God’s call to Christian unity and the justice-doing that 
needs doing to get there is no game. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
9 Read more at: https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/martin_luther_king_jr_717842 


